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of miles, and throwing out long spurs, or subsidiary lines of
Mil in every direction. How Frere contrived to Obtain from
th.e Government of India the grants of money necessary for
all the engineering operations then undertaken on the xoads,
may indeed excite wonder; but his Government commanded the
confidence of the then Governor-General, Lord Elgin, and the
means were found. The operations were not confined to large
works, for material improvements of all sorts, great and small,
were forwarded in every district throughout the country.

The principal engineers were Europeans, but soon the want
of Native assistants and subordinates began to be felt. So the
College of civil engineering at Poona was developed; young
Natives of some education were attracted to its class-rooms,
a building of handsome and suitable dimensions was erected
for it, and workshops were attached to the institution.

As might be expected, Frere took the most lively interest in
the progress of railways within his jurisdiction. The line from
Bombay to Madras was nearly completed, but the line from
Bombay ascending the Western Ghat mountains on the way
towards Calcutta, and that from Bombay passing up the coast
of Guzerat towards Eajputana, were in full progress. These
lines were being constructed by Guaranteed Companies under
the general control of the provincial Government. Thus
here's influence in promoting progress was strongly felt; his
hope being that portions at least of the lines might be opened
soon enough to carry the traffic which was likely to arise in
consequence of the rising tide of trade.

The railways from Bombay to Madras and Calcutta ascend
the Western Ghat mountains to a height of 2000 feet above
sea-level at two places known as the Bhore GMt and the
Thall Ghat. The Bhore Ghat Incline, with which the name
of the engineer Janjes Berkley is most honourably associated,
had just been completed, Frere having with due official ceremony
declared it open for traffic. But the works of the Thall Ghat
Incline were in ML progress, and involved great engineering
rl.jffioTi.Me8. The railway had to pass through an insalubrious
and malarious-forest, which spread itself along the base of the